How do | Join and get a Newsletter?

Did you pay your dues to FVARC, P O Box 7541, Kalispell, MT 599017 Club dues are $20 for the year
(January through December). They will be prorated after June according to the month you join at 2$ per
month. 15$ is club fund, 5% is repeater fund. Many people use the club's repeaters but don't pay the dues
that support the repeaters. If this describes you and you feel even a little guilty we could use your support.

All first time licensed amateurs receive club membership free for a year. Be sure and register with our
Treasurer, Barbara Magone KB7YMS, at 862-4066. All younger than 18 receive club membership for half
price. If you're not getting the newsletter and you should be, or you are getting it and shouldn't,
then contact Ed Mahlum at 300 Leisure Drive, Kalispell 755-6673.

Reminder to renew your ARRL membership through the club. Each time we do this the club receives
back $2. See or call KB7YMS Barb Magone at 862-4066. Make your check out to the club for the exact

amount and mail it to Barb Magone, 1270 Carrol, Whitefish, MT 59937. She will resubmit it to the ARRL.
Thanks to everyone who has done it. The club has collected about $40 this way so far.

Letter From The Editor
My Swan Song. It has been a privilege to be the editor of Q5R9 for the last two and a half years. It has
been exciting to be a part of a growing group of active members. We truly have a vast hobby that has
many facets. Lets keep it exciting. I, like most of us, am not sure where some of the chips that are on
people's shoulders came from. But | do know that when you get into a position of authority in the club, you
will begin to hear advice. Advice that can be good or bad. | think our club has come a long way since
April of 1993.

In the first newsletter | edited, | suggested we look at The Amateur's Code. It is in the front of every
Radio Amateur Handbook:

The Radio Amateur is:
Considerate...never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others.

Loyal...offers loyalty, encouragement and support to other amateurs, local clubs, and the Amateur Radio
Relay League, through which Amateur Radio in the United States is represented nationally and
internationally.

Progressive...with knowledge abreast of science, a well-built and efficient station and operation above
reproach.

Friendly...slow and patient operating when requested; friendly advice and counsel to the beginner; kindly
assistance, cooperation and consideration for the interests of others. These are the hallmarks of the
amateur spirit.

Balanced...radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties owed to family, job, school or community.
Patriotic...station and skill always ready for service to country and community.
————— The original Amateur's Code was written by Paul M. Segal, WOEEA, in 1928.

We all tend to think that what interests us is important, or at the very least that it is deserving of respect.
That's all well and good. The danger comes when we begin to believe that what we want to do is more
important than what someone else is doing. This kind of thinking is disappointing and short-sighted.
Imagine if it were applied to the various threats facing Amateur Radio. Tower restrictions: "Who cares? |
only operate mobile." Loss of microwave bands: "l get a nosebleed above 148 MHz." Telephone
interference: "l only run QRP and never have a problem." Ineffective representation of Amateur Radio
locally: "My interest is DX; let somebody else worry about it." No guidance for newcomers: "Who wants
‘em? The bands | like are too crowded as it is." There are about 600,000 people in the US who are
licensed radio amateurs--and there are about 250 million people who are not. Motorola, Cellulink, TV,
Hewlett Packard, NCR, the government, etc. want our frequencies.

The Flathead Valley Amateur Radio Club can remain an effective force in our community. Let us learn
how to put our personalities aside and deal with the important issues we have responsibility for. We are to
increase the pleasure of all who enjoy our hobby. We are to become more knowledgeable and to help
others to do the same. We are to provide emergency communications for this Valley. We are to help
amateur radio as a whole survive so we can pursue our individual interests. If you are an old timer
remember you can either be an elder statesman or a bleeding deacon.

Ed Mahlum AA7TN

Sick and Hurting:
We lost Myrna Ball. We wish to express our deepest sympathies to Irv N7MEA. As




many of you know Irv and Myrna have hosted us and the Missoula group at their home
near Polson for the Big Arm Picnic each year in August. Irv and Myrna were also very
active in our volunteer examiner program. Maurice Austin had gotten a card that was
passed around to be signed.

From the President
| want to thake this opportunity to thank Don Ross for all of his hard work during his
tenure as club president in 1995. We all hope that he will find time in his busy schedule
to remain an active member of our club. Also thanks to Carlos for his presentation on
the Valley Packet system at the October meeting. Carlos, Jim (KB7ZGJ), Morris
(N7NHS), Larry (KB7WI1X) and Greg (KB7QPS) put a lot of effort and money into giving
us a first class Packet system. For those of you that don't operate VHF packet, | hope
their effors will be an incentive for becoming active on the system. Hope to see you all
at the December meeting. Wayne KE9XR.

Presentation December Meeting
The National Weather Spotters group will have a representative at our meeting on
December 14th. He will be discussing with us how we can contribute. As many of you
know they have added weather gathering equipment at the new packet BBS that has
been setup by Carlos KB6WBD and Jim KB7ZGJ. Along with that arrangements have
been made for all hams using packet to provide weather information to the packet BBS.
In this way timely information can be gathered by the weather service for accurate
broadcast on NOAA Weather radio of the weather condition in the Flathead. This will be
an important role for amateurs in the Flathead. Most of you know that the NOAA
weather station at Glacier Park Airport is being closed. All weather information for
Northwest Montana will be coming out of Missoula. This is a way for us to keep
Missoula posted on what is really going on up here, and to ensure accurate radio
reports for our hunters, schools, boaters, etc. It could be a feather in our cap. | heard
George Ostrom on KOFI bemoaning the closing of the weather station in the Flathead,
and knowing how vastly different the weather can be from here to Missoula, believing
our valley would be left in a lurch.

Minutes Flathead Valley Amateur Radio Club October 26, 1995
Meeting was called to order at 7:30PM by Vice-President Wayne Ristine KE9XR. Treasurer's report was
accepted. The Club has $97.20 in the regular fund and $615.55 in repeater fund. Minutes accepted as
printed in the October newsletter were approved.

Introductions:
Introductions were given with 41 in attendance.

Books were setup and on display along with other ARRL materials:

Now You're Talking!, Instructor's Manual for Now You're Talking, Technician Class License Manual,
Novice/Tech Class Instructor's Guide, General Class License Manual, General Class Instructor's Guide,
Advanced Class License Manual, First Steps in Radio, Extra Class License Manual, You're Introduction to
Morse Code (tapes), The FCC Rule Book.

Old Business:
The nom nating commttee: Maurice Austin N7/NHS, Dennis Fryer
KC7MHH, and Gary N7VEEN filled the nom nati ons:

President - Wayne Ristine KE9XR

Vi ce-President - Maurice Austin N7ZNHS

Secretary - Dick Lindeman KJ7QA

Treasurer - Barb Magone KB7YNMS

Newsl| etter Editor - Roger Swearengen N7EYU

New Board Menber (3 year rotation) - Gary Barach N/VEN
Enmer gency Coordi nator - Carl os Aberra KB6WBD.

Mor e nom nations were called for. None being presented it was noved
t hat nom nations be closed. It was noved and seconded. A call for
unani nous el ection of the nom nations was nade and accept ed.

Don Ross KJ71 Z expressed his regret that he woul d not be conpleting
his termas President of the Club. He gave a parting tal k and has
had many personal natters conme up this year. So he resigned

i mredi ately. He hopes he can serve the club sonetine in the future



and to get nore active again next Spring.

New Busi ness.

Qur club was listed in the special Answer Book printed in the Daily
I nterl ake. Ed Mahl umAA7TN was |isted with a phone nunber for people
to call who are interested in getting started in Amateur Radi o or
who want to participate in the club.

Denni s Fryer KC7MHH vol unteered to take over providing coffee and
cookies after the neeting. A big thank you Dennis. Al so, to Barb
Ri stine for providing themfor tonight's neeting.

Pl ease note Meeti ng Changes: The Novenber neeting was cancel | ed and
t he Decenber neeting wll be on the second Thursday of the nonth

sanme tinme and | ocation, i.e. 7:30PMat the basenent of the Fl at head
County Justice Center, 14th of Decenber. Pass t he news on t he nets.

Tracy Robertson N7SPI rem nded us to observe proper protocol on the
repeaters. When you are going to use a function renenber to ID, for
exanpl e say, "N/SPI to use the patch."” Wen done renenber to I D as,
"N7SPI clear the patch.” Make sure everyone hears your id, say it
slowy, an inconplete id or unreadable id is not a real id. Al so
on the Meadow Peak on 27 | et people know where you are so we can
see how the coverage is.

Jack Kl ovst ad asked for hel p on Oct ober 29, Sunday afternoon at 2PM
to help setup his HF station in Wiitefish. He | eft his phone nunber
on the bl ackboard for all those interested.

Comrittee Reports:

Repeaters - WVG0OS Rod Stickney will chair, WA7PHB Harry Loveri ng,
WHGM NI ck Poncel et, N7SPI Tracy Robertson, KG/MO Darrell
Christofferson (tower man) and KB7W X Larry Magone.

None.

RACES - KE9XR Wayne Ri stine, WVOS Rod Stickney and WA7PHB Harry
Loveri ng.

No report.

Fi el d Day - KE9XR Wayne Ri sti ne, KB7YMS/ KB7QPS Bar b and G egg Magone,
AA7TN EEi Mahl um N7SPK Vern Wheel er, and KB6WBD Car | os.

No report. Trophy for nost peopl e who were not hans being attracted
was shown. W won this. it is a beautiful trophy sponsored by the
Fl at head Val | ey Repeater G oup.

Education - KB7I PH Mark Skeels, and KC7HJ Russ Larson.

No report.

Present ati on - N7EYU Roger Swear engen, AA7TN Ed Mahl um KAG6YSC/ N6SLM
Mark and Joann M Iler, and WA9TAF Denni s Shaw.

Packet Presentation by Carl os Aberra KB6WBD. A great presentation.
Very conplicated and | can't duplicate it in the newsletter, but

wi |l keep people posted as things progress. By the tine you read
this we will be attaching for packet to the BFK system on 145.110
as a way to route to our BBS site which will transmt all of our

nmessages to Spokane. The system Carlos and Jim O Neil have setup
al so allows for conferences of up to about 6 with out serious
degradation. There are now about 21 users of the systemand this
wi |l probably double in the year.

Donat i ons are wel cone but their are no dues or fees or organi zati on.
The systemas setupis privately ownedinorder tofacilitate getting
the job done. Don't feel like if you don't donate you shouldn't use
it. Carlos wanted to enphasi ze this point. They want people to feel
free to use the systemand to get famliar with packet.



There were lots of questions. Excellent diagrans of the whol e
Nor t hwest packet system i ncludi ng | daho and Washi ngt on, wer e passed
out to everyone at the neeting.

Carl os has al so volunteered to put together an half day class for
packet on sone Saturday. If you are interested contact Carlos at
844-2422.

Many t hanks were given to Carl os and al so JimKB7Z& for expertise
and financial help in setting up the system

Journey to Aeneas (A Packet Update)

On Decenmper 2, 1995 Carlos (KDoWBD) and Wayne (KE9XR) ventured to
thetop of M. Aeneas to nake repairs onthe di gi peater KAL. Normally
thisis arelatively easy trip because a road goes to w thin about
3/4 of a mle of the digipeater site. Not so on this trip. They
were only able to drive about 2 mles up the six mle road to the
Jewel Basin parking area due to the snow and ice on the road. No
probl em just unload the snownobiles and off we go. And off they
went at 9 am Saturday norning. The trip to the second Jewel basin
parking lot was pretty easy on the snowmbiles and the snow depth
was only about 2 feet. The only problemwas that it was snow ng
and t he wi nd was bl owi ng at about 40 nph and they were i n the cl ouds
sovisibility was about 100 feet. They parked the sl eds and strapped
on the snowshoes at about 10 amfor the 3/4 mle walk up the road
to the site. The higher they went the deeper the snow ( about 6
feet deep at the top) and the less the visibility. After about 2
hours of struggling through the snow, they al nost turned around and
abandoned the m ssion because the weat her conditions were so bad,
when Carl os caught a glinpse of the building about 50 feet off to
the left. A quick 10 m nute scanper up the last 50 feet had them
standi ng next toabuildingconpletelycoveredwithice. Fortunately
they were able to break away the ice and get in to the building.
The di gi peater was easy enough to repair (shorted battery), but it
t ook about 2 hours to warmup and dry their clothes for the trip
down. Wen they opened the door to start down they found that the
visibility was about 20 feet in the blow ng snow and their tracks
had been conpletely covered up. They carefully worked their way
back down to t he snowmbiles andtolittle better weather conditions,
and after alittle mai ntenance on Carlos' sled they were off to the
bottom of the nountain. It was 4 pmbuy the tine they arrived at
the bottom It was quite an adventure and both Wayne and Carl os
found that their legs don't work the way they did when they were
teenagers. Isn't hamradio fun?

Tracy Robertson N7JSPI noved to adjourn the neeting at 8:25.

Raffl e Drawi ng got us $56. Harry Loveri ng WA7PHB won t he drawi ng
for the Swan 1200- X HF 400 watt anplifier. The anp I's up and runni ng
at the club stationaccordingto Gary Ax KB7TKXE. Harry wi | | be pi cking
up his prize. Congratulations Harry.

Com ng Events:
February 96 ---- Race to the Sky

Club HF Station:
Club station up and running at KB7KXE Gary Ax's house. |If you want
to use it get a hold of Gary 755-9353.

Jobs:

Club Trustee: WA7PHB Harry Lovering

Emer gency Coordi nator: KE9XR WAayne Ri sti ne.
Cof f ee and Cooki es: Dennis Fryer KC7MHH
Property Manager: KB7KXE Gary AX.

Li brarian/ H storian: KB7I PH Mark Skeel s

Remember encourage all hams to join the ARRL, it is our best voice to help our existence. Some
may love HF, others DX, some VHF and UHF, some packet, some satellite, some CW, some computers
and repeaters; but it we don't work together to preserve our frequencies nobody else is going to do it for
us.




Board of Directors:

President - Don Ross KJ71Z - 7567171, Vice President - Wayne Ristine KE9XR - 2574162, Secretary - Ed
Mahlum AA7TN - 7556673, Treasurer - Barb Magone KB7YMS - 8624066, Trustee - Harry Lovering
WAT7PHB - 7528388, Gary Ax KB7KXE - 7559353, Tracy Robertson N7SPI - 7551795, Mark Skeels
KB7IPH - 7520073, Rod Stickney W7VOS - 7554850.

Board of Director's Meeting
There wi || be a speci al board of directors neeting Decenber 14, 1995
7PMat Justice Center before our regular neeting. Al past year and
new y el ected of fi cers and board nmenbers are strongly urgedto attend.

1. Call for Bills and expenses needing to be Paid. Ed Mahlum w I |
be paid for newsletter expenses.

2. Gary Ax is working on a list of the club equipnent.
3. Discussion about |owering dues to $18 a year.

Fl at head Fl yer BBS

KJ71 Z Don Ross' bbs now has the current call book avail abl e. Just
dial inand | ook upacallsignfor information. The nunber i s 756- 1369.
Don nostly runs the BBS for free but he has expenses. The suggest ed
donation is $10 a year.

Form 610:

Ed Mahl um (AA7TN) has new form 610 with expiration date of 8/ 31/96
via the WoYl VECtesting teamhere in the Vall ey headed up by Darrel
Chri stofferson KG/MO. They wi || not process the ol d forns any | onger.

Fl at head Val | ey Repeater G oup:

Pl ease note that the FVRG maintains 3 repeaters, 146.62, 147. 34,
and 147.20 and is working on adding a repeater to the Meadow Peak
area on 145.27. The codes fromthe 145.27 side will be 270 (on) and
270# (of f). Fromthe 146.62 sideit wll be #270 (on) and #270# (of f).
Control Operators are wanted. You can | earn as much about the system
as you would l1ke. The nore tolks famliar the better we can serve
the public especially during energencies. There are no difficult
concepts to grasp, no know edge of el ectronics required, just
straight forward | ogic in understanding the controller. If you are
interested drop a note to the address bel ow.

The menbership is a nodest $15 per year to cover electrical,

t el ephone, newsline expenses. Al amateurs are wel cone to support
and join. The FVRG hel ps coordi nate nany amateur activities

t hroughout the year fromlitter collection, bicycle race

comuni cations, the dog-sled race conmunications, and provi des a
phone patch on the 146. 62 repeater. Contact the FVRG at P O Box 808,
Bi gf ork, MI 59911.

Cont est s:

Two former club nmenbers nowliving in the Bitterroot area did good
in the last VHF contest. Pat Cannell WA7PDC and Francis Sheppard
WHAH had a showing in QST.

Ham Exans:
Exanms were hel d Novenber 18, 1995 at 1PMat the Daily Interl ake
Building in Kalispell. Three participated. Paul Shelt and his wife
Ann bot h passed their technician exans. Sam St ockham upgraded to
Ceneral . Congratual ations to all. No new sessi ons have been set for
1996, but there will be at | east four, one each quarter of the year.
Bring a copy of your license for upgrading, a current photo id,
$6. 05, and sone pencils. |If you have any questions about tine and
pl ace call Darrel 756-8633, Ed AA7TN at 755-6673, Wayne KE9XR at
257-4162. Once you have passed an examwait about ten days and t hen
call this ARRL nunber to check on new license 1-800-326-3942.

For Sal e Wanted or Trade:
Feel free to bring stuff to the Cub Meetings that you would |ike
to sell or trade.




TR7 Transcei ver and MN7 mat chi ng network MF7 mat chi ng speaker, RB7
remot e, PF7 Power Supply, Drake Desk M ke all to be sold as one unit,
and t he MN7 mat chi ng network at $1100. It is all a matched set. There
i s alsoahustler nobile antenna and an MN2700 nat chi ng net wor k whi ch
woul d work with alinear. Thereis al so a six band butternut vertical
with all the coils. There is also an R7 receiver. There is also a
heat hkit and a Radi o Shack DX-150. There is electronic keyer with
t he paddl es. Contact Harry Lovering WA7TPHB at 752-8838. This

equi pnent was owned by Tom Morrow who passed away this last fall.
Anyone who knew Tomknows howdi | i gently he t ook car e of hi s equi prent.
He is m ssed.

Wayne Ri stine KE9XR 257-4162 has for sal e an SB-200 Li near Anplifier
for 80-10 neters with 1200 Watts PEP SSB and 1000 Watts CW It will
run either 110 or 220V and is setup for 110V. It has a new nodern
power nodul e and and new matched 572B Final Tubes. It is in good
condition for $400 and to Valley hans for $375. Wayne got a new anp
is the reason for the sale. Hs newanp | ets hi mwork 160-10 neters.
He al so has a Kenwood SM220 Station Monitor for $275. This is good
for observing received and transmtted wave quality and nmaking t he
needed adj ustnents.

Area Repeater |nfo:

145.21 -- Mssoula -- on the air, and in the testing node.

145. 27 (145.29) -- Meadow Peak -- Hopeful ly operational by the tine
you read this.

146. 76 -- Kalispell on Blacktail Muntain.

146.80 -- Clearwater Junction -- Soon to be linked to M ssoul a.
146.82 -- Wiitefish operational.

147.02 -- Lookout Pass (I1-90MI/I D)

147.14 -- Pl ains

147. 34 -- Pinkham M n contact Howard KG/QU for help.

That 1995 Montana Field Day Trophy

Guess what? Ted Mkita N/JKF was really surprised when Ken Kopp -
KOPP cal | ed saying that Ted and his son had won the MI trophy in
'95. Ted wites, " | didn't think we were eligible since we did not
parti ci pate as an ' ARRL sponsored cl ub'. They have changed t he rul es,
making eligibility open to all groups in MI - club and noncl ub. O
course the other prerequisitesremain, i.e., single Txmr, enmergency
power, | ess than 150W and total points wi ns. You m ght want to pass
this info on to any interested club nmenbers trying for the trophy
in 1996. Let's make a permanent hone for this FD trophy in the NW
corner; in Lincoln or Flathead County, OK? 73's and Merry Xmas, Ted
N7JKF. "




