How do | Join and get a Newsletter?

Did you pay your dues to FVARC, P O Box 7541, Kalispell, MT 599017 Club dues are $20 for the year
(January through December). They will be prorated after June according to the month you join at 2$ per
month. 15$ is club fund, 5% is repeater fund. Many people use the club's repeaters but don't pay the dues
that support the repeaters. If this describes you and you feel even a little guilty we could use your support.

All first time licensed amateurs receive club membership free for a year. Be sure and register with our
Treasurer, Barbara Magone KB7YMS, at 862-4066. All younger than 18 receive club membership for half
price. If you're not getting the newsletter and you should be, or you are getting it and shouldn't,
then contact Ed Mahlum at 300 Leisure Drive, Kalispell 755-6673.

A Big Thankyou!!
To Roger Swearengen N7EYU for helping to get this newsletter out while your editor
took some time off. Thanks Roger!

Sick and Hurting:

None that we know of.

Minutes Flathead Valley Amateur Radio Club July 27, 1995
Meeting was called to order at 7:30PM by Vice-President Wayne Ristine KE9XR. Treasurer's report
accepted. Club $108.10 in regular fund and $615.55 in repeater fund. Minutes accepted as put in the
newsletter were approved.

Introductions:
New Face was Paul Menarik KC7MHJ with 37 in attendance.

Books were setup and on display along with other ARRL materials:

Now You're Talking!, Instructor's Manual for Now You're Talking, Technician Class License Manual,
Novice/Tech Class Instructor's Guide, General Class License Manual, General Class Instructor's Guide,
Advanced Class License Manual, First Steps in Radio, Extra Class License Manual, You're Introduction to
Morse Code (tapes), The FCC Rule Book.

Old Business:

Don Ross KJ71 Zw || not be avai |l abl et o be presi dent next year. Maurice
Austin N7/7NHS, Dennis Fryer KC7/MHH, and Gary N/VEN positions on the
nom nating commttee. They will return with nom nations for
President, Vice-president, Secretary, Treasurer, Newsletter, and
Board of Directors (one position) at the next neeting.

Wayne Ri stine KE9XR vol unteered to conti nue as vi ce-president. Barb
Magone KB7YMS m ght conti nue as Treasurer. Ed Mahl umAA7TN sai d t hat
he woul d nove to Vice President if Wayne woul d t ake Presi dent. Wayne
saidif sonmeone el se woul d handl e fi el d day and ener gency coor di nat or
he woul d consider it. Mahlum said he woul d handl e the energency
coordinator. No solutions yet. Stay tuned!!

Comm ttee Reports:

Repeaters - WVOS Rod Stickney will chair, WA7PHB Harry Loveri ng,
WHGM Ni ck Poncel et, N7/SPI Tracy Robertson, KG/MO Darrell
Christofferson (tower man) and KB7W X Larry Magone.

None.

RACES - KE9XR Wayne Ri stine, WVOS Rod Stickney and WA7PHB Harry
Loveri ng.

No report.

Fi el d Day - KE9XR Wayne Ri stine, KB7YMS/ KB7QPS Bar b and G egg Magone,
AA7TN Ed Mahl um N7SPK Vern \Weel er, and KB6WBD Car | os.

The Tr ophy we won for nost points for a Field Day Stati on t hat wor ked
1A in Montana for 1994 was sent back to Anaconda. Trophy for nost
peopl e who were not hans being attracted was shown. W won this.
it is a beautiful trophy sponsored by the Fl at head Val | ey Repeater
G oup.



Educati on - KB7I PH Mark Skeels, and KC7H)J Russ Larson.
No report.

Present ati on - N7EYU Roger Swear engen, AA7TN Ed Mahl um KAG6YSC/ N6SLM
Mark and Joann MIler, and WA9TAF Denni s Shaw.

Ed Mahl um presented video of on the North Texas ATV hi gh bal oon
project. This was a conbi nati on of amat eur radi o ATV, FM and weat her
bal | oon experi nent.

New Busi ness.

We got a bunch of stuff fromdonated to us fromLarry R ch WB6NRL
Power supplies parts out of Data General Conputers sold at two-bits
a piece with noney going to the club. Thanks a lot Larry!!!.

Cl aude Schaeffer N7/7SDS |inked up to sell his two neter antenna.

We passed around cards sent to us fromcontacts during Field Day.
Field Day will probably be at Wayne's KE9XR s agai n next year.

Sunday we will put the tower backup at Gary Ax's house and get the
club station up and running. We will be back on the air. 1300 hours
on Sunday.

The Trophy sponsored by the Fl athead Val | ey Repeater G oup that we
won at Field Day was shown and passed around. This trophy goes to
the HamRadi o Club in Montana that during field day sprouts the nost
interest in Amat eur Radi o. The club station who wins it has the nost
peopl e who are not amateurs sign up for visiting field day. W had
16 | ast year and we passedtraffic for some of them Thisis abeautiful
trophy and has a good purpose. Amateur Radio exists to serve the
public.

Saturday is the highway cl eanup. Meet at corner of highway 35 and
83, Streeter's Corner, at 10 for breakfast. Head out at 11 to cl eanup
the two mle stretch of highway that we have. Let's get a big turn
out .

Mauri ce t hanked everyone for the support that he got in the racecar.
Maurice let a lot of people drive it. Dick Lindeman KI7QA s tower
went down. Sunday October 8th we will head out there to get it back

up. .

Tracy Robertson N7JSPI noved to adjourn the neeting at 8:25. Wayne
Ri stine provided the coffee this tine. Next tinme we have a speci al
treat with cookies to be provided by Barb Magone KB7YNMS.

Rem nder to renew your ARRL nenbership through the club. Each tine
we do this the club recelves back $2. See or call KB7YMS Barb Magone
at 862-4066. Make your check out to the club for the exact anpunt
and mail it to Barb Magone, 1270 Carrol, Witefish, MI 59937. She
will resubmt it to the ARRL. Thanks to everyone who has done it.
The club has coll ected about $40 this way so far.

Raffle still at $1 per ticket for the Swan 1200- X HF 400 watt
anplifier. The anp is up and running at the club station according
to Gary Ax KB7KXE. Tickets will be taken until the July neeting at

which a winner will be drawn fromthe can.

Com ng Events:

Novenber 18 Sat-------- VE Exans, Daily Interl ake, Kali spel
February 96 ---- Race to the Sky

Club HF Station:
Club station up and running at KB7KXE Gary Ax's house. |If you want
to use it get a hold of Gary 755-9353.

Jobs:
Club Trustee: WA7PHB Harry Lovering
Emer gency Coordi nator: KE9XR Wayne Ri sti ne.



Cof f ee and Cooki es: Paul At horn.
Property Manager: KB7KXE Gary AX.

Movi es: N7EYU Roger Swearengen

Li brarian/ Hi storian: KB7I PH Mark Skeel s

Remember encourage all hams to join the ARRL, it is our best voice to help our existence. Some
may love HF, others DX, some VHF and UHF, some packet, some satellite, some CW, some computers
and repeaters; but it we don't work together to preserve our frequencies nobody else is going to do it for
us.

Board of Directors:

President - Don Ross KJ71Z - 7567171, Vice President - Wayne Ristine KE9XR - 2574162, Secretary - Ed
Mahlum AA7TN - 7556673, Treasurer - Barb Magone KB7YMS - 8624066, Trustee - Harry Lovering
WAT7PHB - 7528388, Gary Ax KB7KXE - 7559353, Tracy Robertson N7SPI - 7551795, Mark Skeels
KB7IPH - 7520073, Rod Stickney W7VOS - 7554850.

Board of Director's Meeting

July 15, 1995
11AM at d aci er/ Waterton Hanf est.

1. Call for Bills and expenses needing to be Paid. Ed Mahl um w ||
be paid for newsletter expenses.

2. Treasurers Report. None.

4. Club dues. Dues will increase to $24 a year in 1996. This wll
nmake it easier toprorateto 2% per nonth. They will be due i n January.

5. Conmttee reports:

a. Repeater (resources repair and future direction). Rod Stickney,
Harry Lovering, Vern Weeler, N ck Poncel et. None.

b. Education (training of Hans). Mark Skeels, JoAnn M I ler, Mark
MIler, Russ Larson. None.

c. Field Day. Wyne Ristine, Barb & G eg Magone, Gary Ax, Tracy
Rober t son.
None.

d. Enmergency Comruni cations. Wayne Ristine, Rod Stickney, Harry
Lovering, Jon Rashl eigh, Mke Tuszynski. No report.

e. Presentation (Programfor C ub Meetings). Roger Swear engen, JoAnn
MIller. Carlos KB6VWBD wi | | nmake t he next presentation on the packet
systemthat is now operating through the Valley.

Have put up 4 packet nodes on MI. Aneas. BBS access is at Carl os’
house. It uses the stack on Aneas to connect to Spokane. FHL on Aneas
uses the frequency to connect to M ssoula and Thonpson Falls.

6. Gary Ax is working on a list of the club equipnent.

Fl at head Fl yer BBS

KJ71Z Don Ross’ bbs now has the current call book avail abl e. Just
dial inand | ook upacallsignfor information. The nunber i s 756- 1369.
Don nostly runs the BBS for free but he has expenses. The suggested
donation is $10 a year.

Form 610:

Ed MahlT um (AA7TN) has new form 610 with expiration date of 8/31/96
via the WoYl VECtesting teamhere in the Vall ey headed up by Darrel
Chri stof ferson KGZMO. They wi || not process the ol d forns any | onger.

Fl at head Val | ey Repeater G oup:

Pl ease note that the FVRG nmaintains 3 repeaters, 146.62, 147. 34,
and 147.20 and is working on adding a repeater to the Meadow Peak
area on 145.27. The codes fromthe 145.27 side will be 270 (on) and
270# (of f). Fromthe 146.62 sideit will be #270 (on) and #270# (of f).




Control Operators are wanted. You can | earn as nmuch about the system
as you would It ke. The nore folks famliar the better we can serve
the public especially during enmergencies. There are no difficult
concepts to grasp, no know edge of el ectronics required, just
straight forward | ogic in understanding the controller. If you are
interested drop a note to the address bel ow.

The nenbership is a nodest $15 per year to cover electrical,

t el ephone, newsline expenses. Al amateurs are wel cone to support
and join. The FVRG hel ps coordi nate nmany amateur activities

t hroughout the year fromlitter collection, bicycle race

comuni cations, the dog-sled race comruni cations, and provides a
phone patch on the 146. 62 repeater. Contact the FVRG at P O Box 808,
Bi gf ork, MI 59911.

From the FVRG newsl etter conmes this helpful information on the
Kal i spel | NON- EMERGENCY Aut odi al . Sonetines the 911 autodi al is not
appropriate to report certain mnor events around the valley. A new
aut odi al sl ot has been reserved for reporting such matters to the
Kal i spel | Police. The nunber is 752-2626, and it is in autodial slot
10*99. Renenber that Fl athead Sheriff, for reporting non-911 type
events outside Kalispell but within the county, is 752-6161 and is
in autodial slot 10*98.

Al so renmenber to hel p out travellers to our area wi th the phone patch
t hrough 146.62. The TUACto use is 669 for control up. Then *2 and
the nunber. Push to talk after the nunber is read back. Wen the
session is over *6 brings down t he aut opatch and then 0* bri ngs down
t he control

Ham Exans:
They w1l be held Novenber 18, 1995 at 1PM at the Daily Interl ake
Building in Kalispell. Bring a copy of your license for upgrading,

acurrent photoid, $5.90, and sone pencils. |If you have any questi ons
about tine and place call Darrel 756-8633, Ed AA7TN at 755-6673,
Wayne KE9XR at 257-4162. Once you have passed an exam wait about
ten days and then call this ARRL nunber to check on new |icense
1- 800- 326- 3942.

H ghway C eanup

You m ssed out on sone great fellowship and fun if you m ssed the
H ghway cl eanup. What a great way to serve the conmunity. This was
the | ast of 3 efforts in 95 by area amateurs to hel p our public roads
look a little better. W net at Streeter's Corner Cafe, junction
of Hws 35 and 83 at 10AM for breakfast, coffee, and a visit with
hanms. W departed around 11 for our 2 m | e section of Hw 35, begi nni ng
about amle north of Streeter's. W were done by noon. It was rainy
and wet but it was not to nessy. Most of the people dressed warnly
for the cold and wet weather. Qur thanks to Ed Mahl um AA7TN, Dan
Mahl um KC7MHL, David Mahl um Jack Kl ovstad K7SMI, Dennis Fryer
KC7MHH, TracyRobertson N7SPI, Gary Barach N7VEEN, Howar d Gamet KG7QU,
John Bl air KASLXG, Mary Blair KA5SQ&E, Loyd and Val Ellingson KE7VK
and N71SV. As David wote, "To day we are going to pick up garbage.
| think we are going to have a rainy day. | hope | find sonething
really neet."

Weat her Spotters Meeting:

The Hel  gate ARC, M ssoula, held a neeting on Cctober 9th at 7: 30PM
at t he NOAA weat her office, | ocated on the airport grounds, adjacent
to the snokejunpers building. Many areas in western Mntana are
shielded fromtheir radar. The rely upon and seek weat her spotters
for these areas. Parts of the Flathead Valley are included. John
Bl ai r KA5LXG can be contacted for nore information.

For Sal e Wanted or Trade:
Feel free to bring stuff to the Cub Meetings that you would |ike
to sell or trade.

Area Repeater |nfo:
145.21 -- Mssoula -- on the air, and in the testing node.
145. 27 -- Meadow Peak -- Hopeful ly operational by the tine you read




this.

146. 76 -- Kalispell on Blacktail Muntain.

146.80 -- Clearwater Junction -- Soon to be linked to M ssoul a.
146.82 -- Wiitefish operational.

147.02 -- Lookout Pass (I1-90MI/I D)

147.14 -- Pl ains

147. 34 -- Pinkham M n contact Howard KG/QU for help.

Kabar a Autopatch | nfo:

Anyone who 1s a nenber of the Flathead Valley Repeater Goup is a
menber of this systemand may access any of their repeaters direct,
or using the 147.02 link (95 on, 98 off). Wen using the link all
codes nust be preceded by a # to allowtones to be passed. Keep in
mnd you are a quest. 1) ldentify your station. 2) Key your mc.
and push *123 to bring up the patch. 3) Wait for the dial tone. 4)
Di al the nunber (or speed dial nunber). 5) Wien finished with call,
key your mc. , push #123 to turn patch off. 6) Identify your station
and state that you are "Clear of the patch.”

Speed di al codes:

Pass report 30# Gant Co. Sher. 38# Wi tman Co. Sher.
45#

Davenport Sher. 33# Walla Walla 911 39# Pnd O Co. Sher.
46#

Ferry Co. Sher. 34# Pull man Fire/ Pol 41# Stevens Co.

Sher . 47#

Haugan Scal e/ MI 35# Pomeroy Co. Sher. 42# Weat her

( Spokane) 48#

Shoshone Co Sh 36# Asotin Co Sher 43# Wash St Patrol 49#

MI State Police 37# ldaho St. Police 444

Club Station:

On Sunday Cctober 1, Wayne Ri stine KE9XR, Gary Ax KB7KXE, Ed Mahl um
AA7TN, and Paul Shelt (going to be real soon), net at Gary's house
and got t he tower and cl ub 20, 15, 10 net er beamset up. Al went snoot h.
We had | ots of coax. W had the rotator wire. W had Gary's tractor
to hel p. W had sol deri ng guns, crescent wenches, and screwdrivers.
W had it up and tested in 2 hours. Gary is our property nanager
and we are getting quite an assortnment of gear at hi s pl ace. Everyt hing
from Hammer | und, Drake, Heathkit, transceivers, Z-match, signal
generators, tubes, bridge, 2 neter base station. Gve Gary a call
if you are | ooking for sonme part or rig or piece of test equl pnent.
The club can check it out to you and a ot of the stuff we can just
gi ve you.

New Conput er for Packet at the Justice Center:

Ki mPot t er has upgraded t he conput er at the Fl at head County Di saster
Ai d center and he t hought the perfect |ocation for the ol der conputer
woul d be i n the D saster comuni cati on center. Harry Loveri ng WA7PHB
had t he door open at the | ast club neeting and a | ot of the nenbers
checked out the gear. The new conputer will be great for packet.

Meadow Peak Repeater 145.27:

If you were nonitoring 62 on Sat urday, COctober 7, you probably heard
John Bl air KASLXG Gary Barach N7VEN, and Darrell Christofferson

KG7MO wor ki ng on getting this repeater going. They were headed up
with the antenna. Therigis beingtestedinthe Valley and hopefully
when it is brought up on the nountainit wll be plug and play. The
plan was to install it on Thursday, Cctober 12. This unit is out

by Kila and shoul d give us better coverage towards Libby.

Pi nkham Mount ai n Updat e:

Howar d KG/QU and Crai g KC/CUE were active inearly October installing
a new 11 el enent beamon this repeater. Should especially help the
Li bby side. Sounds great! Thanks Howard.

And Now For Sonething Conpletely Different:
You know you are a Ham when:

The only tine you get up at 6AMis for a hanfest.



You knowyou can run al | your hone appl i ances on your personal back-up
power .

You have breakfast with a guy in England every norning.
Your ARES/ RACES/ MARS bags are al ways packed.

The cute girl with the "KISS' T-shirt asks you what bands you |ike
and
you answer two and twenty neters.

You live in a shack.
A clerk asks you to spell your nane and you do so phonetically.
In a conversation, you wait for the courtesy tone before speaking.

You hear a scrapi ng sound when driving thru the fast-food restaurant
wi ndow | ane.

A band opening is nore inportant than a grand openi ng.
Si ght - seei ng anobunts to | ooking at rooftops for antennas.
The radios in the car are worth nore than the car.

When you wal k out of the house you not only feel your pants pockets
for your keys and your wallet, but also your hip for your handhel d.

Your son's school teacher calls you on the phone to ask why your son
identified countries on the world map as JA, VK, VE, G UA and XE

If you rd.co to your house as "COhm sweet ohnt

You know you're a hamif you refer to your cordl ess phone as "the
si X neter

rig"
You answer the phone with your call sign.

You' re tal king on the phone and end every sentence with "(call sign)
for 1D".

Your prime criteriafor anewcar isthat it have zeroignition noi se.

You and your wife hike to the top of a fanbus nountain, but rather
than enjoy the magnificent sunset and giving her a kiss, you fire
up the HT to see how many repeaters you can hit.

You realize that you' ve been studying code too | ong because you
automatically attenpt to transl ate randomclicks and rattl es inside
your home, car, or office.

You | ook out at the Rocky Mountains and try to figure out how to
get an antenna nmounted on the hi ghest peak.

You | ook at the CN Tower in Toronto and develop a plan to get it
to resonate on 160 neters.

Amat eurs with Internet access nay wi sh to check out the Restrictive
Ant enna Covenants Honme Page, maintai ned by Don Stoner, WSTNS. It
features not only information on Stoner's own battle with his
condom ni umassociationin Clearwater, Florida, but al solists other
resources for information of interest to radio amateurs. Stoner's
home page is at:

http://ww. hamaeb. cont ~sj | / STONER/ ANTENNA. ht n

The FCC has begun mailing notices of upcom ng amateur |icense
expirations. Those amat eurs whose | i censes woul d expi re i n Decenber



1995 are being sent, by first class mail, a conputer-generated Form
610-R ' "short form'

The Comm ssion's Gettysburg facility expects to mail nore than 5000
such notices this week, covering expirations from Decenber 1 to
Decenber 20, 1995.

The new Form 610-R nay be signed, dated, and returned to the FCC
to renew the license, provided that no changes (such as address)
are needed. It will be permssible to correct m sspelled words.
For ot her changes along with renewal, it will be necessary to file
a regular FCC Form 610.

For sonme tinme the ARRL has been sending |license expiration notices
as a free nenbership service. That service will be discontinued
once the new FCC programis established.



