How do | get a Newsletter?

Did you pay your dues to FVARC, P O Box 7541, Kalispell, MI 599017

Al new |icensees and new nenbers in the area will receive the newsletter free
for at least two nonths. All first tine |licensed amateurs receive the newsletter
free for one year. If you're not getting the newsl etter and you shoul d be cont act
Ed Mahlum at 300 Leisure Drive, Kalispell 755-6673.

M nutes Flathead Vall ey Amateur Radio
Cl ub August 25, 1994,

Called to order August 25, 1994 at 19: 35 MDT

Mar k KB71 PH Presi dent presiding.

Harol d gives the Treasurers report which is accepted by the cl ub.
M nutes read by Don and accepted as read.

I nt roductions of those present.

WIIl setup a club station at Gary Ax's Sept. 18th 1PM

Get an inventory of what the club has.

Mark KB71PH will be the club Iibarian.

Next meeting on Sept. 22 at 6:30 at Eagles with dinner. John

Vugt eveen will give presentation on DX expedition to the South
Sandwi ch 1 sl ands.

Card passed around for the famly of Silent Key Harold K7JZO (Kay
Seven- - Jay- - Zeed 0O00Q0, .

Howar d KG7QU report on the 147.20 repeater in the Swan Vall ey.
Sept. 10th. H way C ean up.

Sept 17th. VE Testi ng.

Sept. 4th. Huckl eberry 100 bi ke tour Ham Radi o conmuni cati on
provi ded.

W/'VCS r eport s Hanms have and nay be needed for conmuni cationsonLittle
Wl f Fire.

Wayne KE9XR vol unteered to becone t he cl ub Energency Conmuni cati on
Coordi ator with assistance from Rod WVGCS

Meeti ng Adj ourned at 8:52.

Subm ted by Don KC7AJT

Editor filler on club neeting:

The Fl at head Val | ey Amat eur Radi o Cl ub neeting was called to order
by President Mark Skeels at 7:30 PM The neeting was held at our
regular location in the Flathead County Justice Center Basenent.

The m nutes of the July neeting were read by club secrectary Don
Ross KC7AJT and approved as witten.

The treasurer's report was given by cl ub treasurer Harol d Schnei der
WBKM We have $595.90 in the general fund and in the repeater fund
464. 33.

I ntroductions were nade and each nenber gave a brief talk on what
t hey have been up to i n amat eur radi o. The attendance sheet was passed
around and kept by Don Ross KC7AJT, club secretary.

The purchase of Darryl Christofferson's Kenwood TS520S was
finallized, a check was witten, and Ed Mahl um AA7TN br ought the
rig. Ed also brought a dummy | oad and norse code key. At the end
of the nmeeting he did a presentation on howto tune up this radio
with tubes in the finals.

A general discussion ensued about doing an inventory for the club.
Anot her |ist was passed around and nmenbers each put down itens they
remenbered t hat were owned by the club and who has them Sone itens
di scussed were it was thought that N/SRX Bruce has a repeater that
needs repair. It was thought we were going to have a get together
at his house sonetine to try to repair it. We mght nowtry to get
it to Gary AX's KB7KXE (property nanager) as we will probably be
spending nore tine there.



It was thought Allan Thonpson, Colunbia Falls, m ght have a Drake
radio. That Harry Lovering WA7PHB has a |ot of the history stuff.
By t he way where were you Harry? Dwayne Lynn of Col unbia Falls m ght
have a bunch of nmagazi nes and books.

Mar k Skeel s KB7I PHvol unteered to take on the duty of club |ibrarian.
Way to go Mark!!! Thanks for the help. Ed Mahlum al so had all of
the QST's from 1982 to present, donated to the club by A na Dodd,
Jack Dodd KTOR s wife. These were haul ed over after the neeting
to Mark's van.

Tracy Robertson N7SPI will be getting Ed disks of the text of the
newsl etters he edited in years past. These can get to the librari an.

At any rate, keep thinking about who, where and what the cl ub n ght
own. Lets get it to our property nmanager or Tibrarian.

The cl ub nowhas atranscei ver, tower, rotator, antennatuner (com ng)
and George Hanson W/BKB donated a dummy | oad. Thanks a | ot George.
So plans were nade to get it over to Gary Ax's and then on Sunday
Septenber 18th at 1PMto get together there assenble it and build
a club station. It was then thought that once a nonth or so we could
go out there and work the station as a group to introduce new hans
and all around have sone fun.

A card was passed around for the famly of Harold Ward K7JZO who
passed away August 18th. Many spoke about fond nenories of Harold
and there was nuch saddness about his passing. He will be |ong
remenbered. Ed AATTNwi || send the card and it was requested by cl ub
menbers that we suggest that if the famly needs help in selling
Harol d's radi o gear that they send the information to Ed to be put
in the newsletter.

Di scussion next turned to the coordination for the Septenber 22nd
club nmeeting. This neetingwill be held at the Eagle's in Kalispell.
We wi || have di nner thereat 6: 30w ththe presentati ononthe Sandw ch
| sl and DXpedition by John Vugteveen at 7:30. The presentation wll
| ast about 1 hour. This is our fall kick off neeting. George Hanson
W/BKB and Ed Mahl um AA7TN wi I | hel p coordi nate the presentati on and
the media on the event.

Ceorgewi || seethat it getsintheDailyInterlake and Tracy Robertson
will see that it gets in the Bigfork Eagle. The newspapers will run
Ed' s wor k nunber 758-6807 so those planning to attend can RSVP. W
need an accurate count so the cooks will know how many to plan for.
Dinner is set to be a turkey dinner with all the fixings.

Ed has been in contact with John Vugteveen, and the cl ub has agreed
to pay his expenses here.

A list was sent around for the dinner and we had 27 signed up at
the end of the neeting. This will be tal ked up on the nets over the
next two weeks and Ed will get the final count to the Eagl es.

Howar d KG7QU gave a report on the newrepeater inthe Swan Lake ar ea.
It is at 147.02 with a positive offset. It will be linked full tinme
with 146. 62 and so have all the sanme capabilities. This repeater

wi |l be of great service providing radi o access al ong renot e hi ghway
200. By being linked to 146.62 it will have 911, and phone patch

capabilities. It is up on a tower. At a private residence. Thanks
t o Howar d, KG/QU; Mark, KO8N, Butch, N7SPM Skip, KA7SOW LV, KB7UFK;
John, KASLXG Marteen, and others for their finework onthis project.
| f you need to know how to get a wire through a conduit, talk to

Howar d about vacuumcl eaners, garbage bags, tennis balls and stri ng.

Sept enber 10th wi Il be t he hi ghway cl eanup. Meet at Streeter's Corner
amle North of Bigfork at 10 AMfor breakfast. We will get started
at about 11AM Lets have a good turn out. This clean up provides

an opportunity for us to hel pthe community and to gi ve amat eur radi o
a good nane.



Septenber 17th hamtests will be given at 1PMat the Daily Interl ake
bui | di ng.

Septenber 4th Sunday we will neet at the Wiitefish H gh School to
provi de comruni cati ons for the Huckl eberry 100. Meet at 8AM W wi | |
use the repeaters.

Rod Stickney WI'VOS was cont acted by KimPotter regardi ng hans maybe
bei ng needed to hel p with comruni cati ons because of the forest fires
burning locally. Rod alertted amateurs on the nets. W did get sone
volunteers and a |ist was given to KimPotter. It was thought we

m ght be needed to hel p man the roadbl ocks. However, we were not

contacted back. it is known that the sherrif's radios just can't

get out |ike our amat eur comruni cations can in several renote areas
of the valley.

A di scussion ensued that it was tinme for us to get nore active as
amat eurs and nore prepared to be of assistance i n enmergenci es. Wayne
Ri stine vol unteered to becone the cl ub coordi nator for energenci es.
Thanks a ot Wayne. He wll contact KimPotter and wll work wth
Rod. Mark Skeel s KB7I PH had a manual on RACES. It is nowin Wayne's
hands. Wayne will start a review and we will probably be sendi ng
out a RACES sign up formin a club newsletter for everyone to sign
up. W will be coordinating wwth the Bigfork repeater group too.
Wayne will do a report in Cctober.

John KA5LXG br ought maps for t he Huckl eberry 100 and t hey wer e handed
out at the end of the neeting.

New Jobs:

Wayne Ri stine KEOXR wi || be energency coordi nator for our club. H's
retirement i s not lasinglong. Heis al soprovidi ng cof fee and cooki es
after our regular ham neetings. Thanks Wayne.

Gary Ax KB7KXE has assuned the position of club property naster.
He has good space and wi || be storing our antenna's, tower, rotator,
and what not out at his place. Nowis agoodtineto take aninventory
and anyone who has any of the club's stuff, let's get a hold of Gary
or aclub officer. W shoul d have pi ctures, history, and ot her stuff.
Maybe now is the time to get it all over to Gary.

Roger Swearengen N/EYU is still receiving one tape a nonth fromthe
ARRL. He copies these and then Ed AA7TN has been storing themfor
a rainy club night. Roger needs to get us a recap of his expenses
SO we can reinburse him

Mar k Skeel s KB7I PH has becone club librarian. Let's get himall of
our extra magazi nes, books, history stuff, etc. Thanks a | ot Mark.

10 neter net opening up on CW

The 10 nmeter net that is neeting on Monday nights after the 146.76
net is having sone fun. Not only are they getting sone sporadic E
contacts, but they are getting in sonme code practice. Anyone who
W shes feel freetojoininonthe fun. W can just pass t he CWaround
as on a reqgular net and if nothing el se send your call sign.

The nore CWoperators the better. Especially in contests where often
we can score tw ce the nunber of points.

Cl ub Purchases a Radi o

After sone discussion it was notioned by Tracy Robertson N7SPI that
t he cl ub purchase Darryl Christopherson's Kenwood TS520S for $300.
Mot i on was seconded by A |ie Coburn KA7LLI. It was thought the radio
could be | oaned to newconers and used in contests and ot her cl ub
activities. The club now has a tower, a tribander, a nice rotator,
and a rig.



Cl ub gets an antenna tuner

Mark Skeels filled us in on the Field Day Contest. The w nner was
Wayne Ri stine KEOXRw th 92 contacts in one hour. After | ooking over
the list of prizes Wayne chose the MFJ-941E Versa Tuner Il - 1.8
to 30MHz, 300 watt PEP antenna tuner. Wayne then pronptly donated
his prize to the club. Thanks again Wayne!!!

Sept enber Presentation and Dinner neeting at the Eagl es.

John Vugt eveen WIKNT has schedul ed Septenber 22, 1994 to be with us. John is an
avi d DXpediti oner and will be presenting a programon the South Sandw ch | sl and
DXpediti on. He has shown this programat 17 conventions, including Dayton,

Nort hWwest DX Convention, WMJ. He has had many conplinents fromthe XYL's al so,

so do bring your XYL. This is not boring. Everybody be there. The entire program
wi || be about 1 hour and i ncludes color slides with full stereo background rnusic.

It will cover two major DXpeditions that John participated in, including travel

to Europe, Ascension |Island, Falkland Islands, The Antarctic, South Sandw ch

I sl ands, South Ceorgia, Hawaii, Kingman Reef and Palnyra Atol in the Pacific.

We have finalized on the location of the meeting. It will be at the Eagles. W
will work together with George Hanson W/BKB to nobilize a promption comrittee
and get it out to the local comunity. The dinner will start at 6:30PM W will
be havi ng a turkey di nner for 7.95 each. Dinner will include turkey, nmash pot at oes,
veget abl e, sal ad bar, and dessert. The slide showw Il follow Should be a fun
evening for the whole famly and all of us. A good way to kick off the fall before
the cold sets in. See you there!!!

August Presentati on:

Ed Mahl um showed us how to tune up the Kenwood TS520S the cl ub
pur chased from Darryl KG7MoO.

Wrd of the Month:

Not enough tine. Qops!!!

M nutes of Board of Director's Meeting

August 25, 1994
7:00PM at Justice Center

Present: Mark Skeels KB7IPH, Don Ross KC7AJT, Harold Schneider W7BKM, and Ed Mahlum AA7TN.
1. It was agreed to reimburse Ed Mahlum for newsletter expenses.

2. Mark KB7IPH talked to the county about our meeting schedule. We will have the 2nd Thursday of the month at
7:30PM for our November and December club meetings.

3. Mark Skeels will look at the language of the by-laws to see that we are on track. Maybe later this year, or next we will
form a by-laws committee to see what can be changed and maybe free ourselves up a bit from any bureaucracy

and have more fun.

4. Club history, where are the records? Club inventory, who has the files? Bring any history you might have to club
meetings. It will be a riot going through that stuff and it will help us get it altogether too.

5. Agenda developed for Club Meeting. Presentation and Field Day Report.

6. Paid Darryl Christofferson $300 for 520S radio.
7. Gary Ax was paid 10% for gas used at field day.

8. Bill for field day prize still to cone will be for MJ
Versa Tuner |1 antenna tuner.

lrv Ball Picnic:

Those who attend had a great tine at Irv Ball K7MEA' s hone on Fl at head
Lake on Sunday August 21, 1994. This is what is sonetines called



the Big AbomPicnic. W began to gather around 11:30 AM Many of us
were tal ked into the | ocation near Pol son on 146.52. It was a snoky
Sunday up in Kalispell because of the fires up by Star Meadows but
the air was clearer down Pol son way. The tenperature was nice and
had cool ed of f to around 80 degrees.

First on t he Agenda was potl uck. The sal ads and desserts were m ghty
tasty. Next came swi mm ng, eyeball gso's, rest, relaxation, and a
littl e gear exchangi ng. Sone of those attending were Darryl KG7Mo,
wife Ardis N/7WKF and kids; Ed Mahl um AA7TN, wife Joy and famly;
Don Ross KC7AJT and son Manni e; Tracy Robertson N7SPI; Jim O Neil
KB7ZGJ, Harry WA7PHB and Dor ot hy KA7LTA Lovering; Bob WI PB and
Darl ene WIlianms; John WB7QUS and Vonda WB7VWNMKI enpel | fromPl ai ns;
Jerry Nel son K71 MZ; Lewi s Bal | KB7UNWfromM ssoul a; Keith Bal |l KB7YUH
from M ssoul a.

Huckl eberry 100

Tracy Robertson N7SPI and Tom Unger N7VWKT were first on the scene
at The Wiitefish Hi gh School to help out with the 3rd annual

Huckl eberry 100. Larry KB7W X and Greg Magone KB7QPS al so showed

up to hel p. @ her hans began checking in on the radio on 146. 76 and
146. 62 around 8:30 in the norning.

John KAS5LXGand Mary KA5QG] Bl ai r checked i n and becane nobi | e bi cycl e
partici pants. Don Ross KC7AJT and Ed Mahl umAA7TN net at t he Kal i spel |
airport at 9:45 and went up to fly survellance for the beginning

of the tour. Wayne Ri stine KE9XR cane down from Rhodes Drawto hel p
out at about 9:30 as riders began to pass al ong Farmt o- Mar ket road.
Greg KB7QPS and Larry KB7W X brought up the rear foll ow ng the sl ower
riders ontheir way to Foy's Lake. Bob Wl lians W/I PB joi ned up early
in Kalispell. R ders went dowmm Farmto Market, over Sheep Herders
Hill, along to Wal e Bone drive, over to Foy's Lake road, to Herron
park. This is where many took their first break. They hoped to nmake
Bi gfork for lunch

Reports estimated 100 or so riders. W hel ped out as peopl e had fl at
tires, falls, break downs, lost their way, or in other ways needed
us. C oude WAEWZ, Bob W/I PB, and Tom N7/VKT even hel ped sone of the
bi kers out with a German Shepherd at the corner of Fairnont and Hwy
35. WIPB hel ped with sonme tools fromthe back of his rig to fix
one of the riders bikes and get them back on the road. Al in al
we were very hel pful and got a | ot of good pr for hams. Mst of the
riders expressed their appreciation.

H ghway C eanup

Sat ur day, Septenber 10,1994 t he fol |l owi ng hans got toget her to cl ean
up t he secti on of hi ghway 35t hat we hans appl i ed f or under t he Mont ana
Vol unt eer Hi ghway cl ean up act. This al so gi ves us good PR The sign
states who i s responsi bl e for keeping that seciton of the road cl ean
and nentions the 146.62 and 146.76 repeaters for visiting hans to
use. Bruce Hovel and N7SRX, Howard Ganett KG/QU and XYL Kim Vern
Wheel er N7SPK, Butch and Elvie Bonnell, Fred d oschat N7zZUY, Tom
Unger N7VKT, John KAS5LXG XYL Mary KA5QGJ, and daughter Betsey, Don
Ross KC7AJT and son Mannie, G les Baughman KB7TWW Al Ross WFR,
Wal |y McPheeters N/7GUP, Mark KA6YSC and JoAnne N6SLM M|l er, and
Ed Mahl um AA7TN and sons. W all met together at the Corner Kitchen
for breakfast first. | was late getting there and so had to m ss
out on some of the fun and fellowship. Each of us had a breakfast
fitting our desires and then we headed out to put on orange vests,
grab garbage bags and hit the ditches. Wat finds we had! There was
a brand new 700 by 15 tire and wheel all aired up. There were crescent
wr enches, gas caps, pipes, corvette hub caps, beer cans, bottles,
pop cups, news papers, and sticks.

The good news is we can still report fromthe actual snmall anont

of garbage conpared with the hunongous amount of traffic that goes
by on that stretch, that there are still many nore conscientious

peopl e than jerks.

After the cleanup about half of us went up to the 62 repeater site
and unl oaded one of those green armdillo renote phone buil dings.



This may sound sinple but this unit wei ghs about 2 tons. John Bl air
had gottentheunit and had hauledit tothesiteonhistandomtrailer.
Wth the use of three cone-al ongs, sone pipe, and planks to rol

it off on, we managed to i nch it down over the next 40 m nutes. These
buil dings are quite interesting, well insulated, all weather proof
bui l dings. Inside are several electrical outlets, a breaker box,
el ectric base board heat, and therm statically tenperature control ed
fan vent system

Form 610:

Ed Mahl um (AA7TN) has new form 610 with expiration date of 8/ 31/96 via the WYI
VEC testing team here in the Valley headed up by Darryl Christopherson KG/MO
They will not process the old forns any | onger.

Mont ana Cal | books:

The new 1994 Mont ana Cal | books are avail able at the neetings for $5.00 each. If
you mi ssed your chance to get one contact FVRG PO Box 808, Bigfork, MI 59911.
$8. 00 i ncl udes shipping and handl i ng.

Ham Exans:

According to Darrel, KG/MO, the next exanms will be held ????7??7?,
Saturday, at 1PMat the Daily Interlake Building in Kalispell. Bring
a copy of your license for upgrading, a current photo id, $5.75,
and sonme pencils. If you have any questions about tinme and pl ace
call Darrel 756-8633 or Ed AA7TN at 755-6673.

Renenber encourage all hans to join the
ARRL, 1t I's our best voice to help our
exi stence. Sone may |ove HF, others DX
sone VHF and UHF, sone packet, sone
satellite, sone CW sone conputers and
repeaters; but it we don't work toget her
to preserve our frequencies nobody el se

s going to do it for us.

For Sal e or Trade:

Feel freeto bring stuff tothe C ub Meetings that you would like to sell or trade.

Russ Larson KC7HJ 857-3304 has the follow ng goody for sale:
Tenpo S1 5watt 2M handheld just $ 80. 00.

Ed Mahl um AA7TN 755-6673 is | ooking for a buyer for his Hustler 4BTV verti cal
antenna for $80. He al so has a new Kenwood PB-8 battery for $35, a PB-6 for $20
with BC-6 charger.

Bil| Brady AA7HM 257-2297 has a Cushcraft AOP-1 OSCAR Satellite antenna system
It contains the 416TB uplink, the Al144-20T downlink, the A14T-MB nounting boom
and all necessary hardware. He is |ooking for about $150.00.

Local Bulletin Boards for HAM Radi o

Amat eur Radi o BBS 756- 0393 Jeff Christiana SysOP AA7TUW
Fl at head Flyer 756-1369 Don Ross SysQp KC7AJT
MO s BBS 756-8294 Gregg Maroney SysQp



